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licly devoted his talents to the pulpit. Such con-
duct, if we had not other most opposite circum-
stances to disclose, would have called forth our ad-
miration and applause ; for, gentlemen, the pulpit,
in the sober use of its legitimate peculiar powers,
must stand acknowledged, while the world shall
stand,

The most important and effectual guard,
Support and ornament of virtue's cause.

" The defendant, gentlemen, is also a rich man;
he is, to say the least, in very easy circumstances;
we see, in this colony, several valuable possessions
of his ; and we behold, at one of his houses, a store
from which is retailed valuable merchandise. The
defendant, gentlemen, I am instructed to say, is
verging towards the decline of life; to have ar-
rived at those years, when the hey-day of the blood
might well be expected to have gone by, and that,
while he preached morality, he would find no con-
stitutional impediment to prevent his practising it.
I am persuaded, gentlemen, that, if a cause of the
present nature had been brought before you, in
which the defendant had been a young unmarried
man, you would have made some allowance for the
infatuation of his youthful passions ; but when, as
in the present instance, we find experienced age;
the well-informed man ; the promulger of that
divine law, which denounces everlasting punish-
ment to the adulterer, is brought before you,
charged, although a married man, with this of-